
T A N Z A N I A

5  D A Y S  /  4  N I G H T S

Kilimanjaro Marangu Route — 5-Day
Classic Summit Trek

Climb Africa's highest mountain on the Marangu Route, the only Kilimanjaro route with

mountain huts instead of tents: five days through rainforest, moorland and alpine desert to

Uhuru Peak at 5,895 m.



K I L I M A N J A R O  M A R A N G U  R O U T E  —  5 - D A Y  C L A S S I C  S U M M I T  T R E K

E D I T O R I A L  O V E R V I E W

Experience Overview

The Marangu Route is the classic way up Kilimanjaro and the only route where you sleep in mountain huts rather than tents. Its

steady gradient and well-built path make it popular with first-time high-altitude trekkers, and its dormitory-style huts offer shelter

from the weather on the mountain.

Five climate zones in five days

From Marangu Gate (1,860 m) the trail climbs through montane rainforest where colobus monkeys live, out onto heather and

moorland dotted with giant groundsels and lobelias, and across the alpine desert of the Saddle between Mawenzi and Kibo. The

summit attempt starts around midnight from Kibo Hut (4,703 m), reaching Gilman's Point on the crater rim and then Uhuru Peak

(5,895 m), the highest point in Africa, around sunrise.

Acclimatisation and safety

Five days is the shortest way to climb Kilimanjaro, and acclimatisation time is limited. If your schedule allows, we strongly

recommend adding an acclimatisation day at Horombo Hut, which noticeably improves comfort and the chance of reaching the

summit. Every climb is led by a KINAPA-licensed lead guide with assistant guides, porters and a cook, and your guides check

your oxygen saturation and pulse every day.

S I G N A T U R E  M O M E N T S

Highlights

★ Summit Africa's highest peak, Uhuru Peak (5,895 m)

★ The only Kilimanjaro route with mountain hut accommodation

★ Five climate zones, from rainforest to the arctic summit

★ KINAPA-licensed guides with daily pulse oximetry checks

★ Colobus monkeys in the montane rainforest

★ Sunrise over the crater rim and the ice fields

★ Summit certificate on your return
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K I L I M A N J A R O  M A R A N G U  R O U T E  —  5 - D A Y  C L A S S I C  S U M M I T  T R E K

S A F A R I  R O U T E

Journey Route

Follow your journey across Tanzania's iconic landscapes

S A F A R I  R O U T E  O V E R V I E W

Route map will appear once destinations are assigned.

R O U T E  S U M M A R Y

Route summary will appear once destinations are

assigned.
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K I L I M A N J A R O  M A R A N G U  R O U T E  —  5 - D A Y  C L A S S I C  S U M M I T  T R E K

Itinerary

Your day-by-day journey through Tanzania

D A Y  1

Marangu Gate to Mandara Hut (2,720 m)

After a briefing and kit check at your hotel in Moshi, drive to

Marangu Gate (1,860 m) to register with Kilimanjaro National Park

and meet your mountain crew. The path climbs gently through

dense montane rainforest of tall trees, ferns and moss, where you

may see black-and-white colobus and blue monkeys and hear

turacos in the canopy. Your guide sets a slow pace — "pole pole"

— to help your body begin adjusting to the altitude. Distance

about 8 km, walking time 4–5 hours. Overnight in the A-frame

huts at Mandara. Overnight: Mandara Hut (Full Board)

D A Y  2

Mandara Hut to Horombo Hut (3,720 m)

Leave the forest behind and climb into the heath and moorland

zone, where giant heathers, groundsels and lobelias grow among

open grassland. On a short detour you can look into Maundi

Crater, with views over the lowlands towards Kenya. As you climb,

the jagged peak of Mawenzi and the snow-capped dome of Kibo

come into view. Horombo Hut sits on a ridge above the clouds,

with sunsets that often light up both summits. Distance about 12

km, walking time 6–7 hours. Overnight: Horombo Hut (Full Board)



D A Y  3

Horombo Hut to Kibo Hut (4,703 m)

Continue upwards past the last water point and onto the Saddle,

the wide alpine desert between Mawenzi and Kibo. The

landscape is stark and beautiful, with few plants able to survive

the cold nights and strong sun. Arrive at Kibo Hut in the early

afternoon. Your guides check your health, help you prepare your

summit gear, and serve an early dinner so you can rest for a few

hours before the summit attempt. Distance about 10 km, walking

time 6–7 hours. Overnight: Kibo Hut (Full Board)

D A Y  4

Summit Night — Uhuru Peak (5,895 m)

and Descent to Horombo

Wake around 11 pm for tea and biscuits and begin the summit

climb by headtorch. The steep scree path zigzags up to Hans

Meyer Cave and then to Gilman's Point (5,681 m) on the crater

rim, usually reached around dawn. From Gilman's Point, a further

one to two hours along the rim brings you to Uhuru Peak (5,895

m), the highest point in Africa, with views over the crater, glaciers

and the plains far below. After photographs, descend to Kibo Hut

for a rest and a meal, then continue down to Horombo Hut. It is a

long and demanding day of 12–16 hours in total. Overnight:

Horombo Hut (Full Board)

D A Y  5

Horombo Hut to Marangu Gate

Descend through the moorland and rainforest to Marangu Gate,

where you sign out of the national park and receive your summit

certificate. Tipping and farewells to your crew usually take place

here. Distance about 20 km, walking time 5–6 hours. Transfer to

your hotel in Moshi or Arusha for a hot shower and a celebration

dinner. End of trek.



K I L I M A N J A R O  M A R A N G U  R O U T E  —  5 - D A Y  C L A S S I C  S U M M I T  T R E K

W H E R E  Y O U ' L L  S T A Y

Accommodation

Accommodation recommendations will be finalized with your chosen travel dates.
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K I L I M A N J A R O  M A R A N G U  R O U T E  —  5 - D A Y  C L A S S I C  S U M M I T  T R E K

P A C K A G E  D E T A I L S

What's Included

Included

✓ All KINAPA park fees

✓ KINAPA-licensed lead guide and assistants

✓ Porters and camp chef

✓ Mountain hut accommodation

✓ All meals on the mountain

✓ Purified drinking water

✓ Pulse oximetry health checks

✓ Summit certificate

✓ Airport transfers

✓ Pre-trek hotel night in Moshi

Excluded

✗ International flights

✗ Visa fees

✗ Travel insurance (mandatory)

✗ Personal climbing gear

✗ Gratuities for mountain crew

✗ Personal snacks and extras
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B E S P O K E  P L A N N I N G

Ready to plan your journey?

Share your preferred travel dates and let us tailor this experience around your

pace, interests, and preferences.

V I E W  T H I S  T O U R

 
P L A N  Y O U R  S A F A R I

https://lomotanzaniasafari.com/en/safaris/kilimanjaro-marangu-5-day-classic-summit
https://lomotanzaniasafari.com/en/custom-tour


L E S S  O N  O U R S E L V E S ,  M O R E  O N  O T H E R S

Kilimanjaro Marangu Route — 5-Day Classic Summit Trek

Climb Africa's highest mountain on the Marangu Route, the only Kilimanjaro route

with mountain huts instead of tents: five days through rainforest, moorland and

alpine desert to Uhuru Peak at 5,895 m.

V I E W  I T I N E R A R Y

E N D  O F  I T I N E R A R Y

https://lomotanzaniasafari.com/en/safaris/kilimanjaro-marangu-5-day-classic-summit

